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■ As Kuwaitis 
m celebrate the 
liberation of 
their country. 
Allied tanks 
head north 
across the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
border with the 
aim of crushing 
Iraq's 

withdrawing 
army and 
subduing its 
leadership. 

Iraq's 

acceptance of 

all UN 

resolutions is 
"inadequate" 
according to the 
US-led allies. 

The second 
chapter of 
Operation Desert 
$torm seeks to 
dismantle 
modern-day Iraq 
and subjugate 
people as a 
prelude to * 
forcing American 
hegemony over 
“the region. 
Related stoties 
on page 4 
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ARAB BANK 

More than 100 branches in Jordan 
and all over the world 

Announces the opening of a 
new office in 

Al Husn 


Banking services started on Monday 
25 February 1991 

Arab Bank, Al Husn Office 

Wasfi Al Tal Street, Al Husn Municipality Commercial Centre Bldg., 

P 0 Box 16 - 

Tel: (02) 210701/Tel. & Fax: (02) 210702 

Arab Bank 

Jordan Branches: 

■ tePffiE 11 * W “L" * l,m * I « r *l ■ Jab "l Amman ■ Jabal Hussein ■ Abdall 

■ fhu h A?i»H. ■ ^ aba , L “welbdeh ■ Mahstta Street ■ Marka ■ Wahdat ■ Wadi Seer 

" ta,tB D ‘ ,rA,ta ■»— ■ 3 "“ h 

Jordan Offices: 

■ Muhajereen S Khrelbet El-Suq ■ Cardans ■ Mari AI-kamam B Mecca Street ■ Suwaffewe 
■Intercontinental Hotel ■ Al Hussain CampM Al Nuzha ■ King Hussein's Sport* City ■ Tarn 

sr.^jcsjKKsr■ "• i — - l “ ■ 
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Jordanians baffled, but 
trust Saddam's wisdom 


FEBRUARy“t 991 • 1 




By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN (Star) — Jordanians 
received ihe first news of an Ira¬ 
qi army withdrawal from Kuwait 
with mixed feelings of shock, 
disbelief and sadness. Many Jor¬ 
danians refused to believe that 
Iraq would withdraw from Ku¬ 
wait without putting much of a 
fight against advancing Allied 
forces esj»cially after Iraq’s 
three military communiques, 
since the offensive began on 
Sunday, assured citizens that Al¬ 
lied forces were being repulsed 
after incurring heavy casualties. 

But Tuesday's radio broadcast 
by President Saddam Hussein 
pul an end to all doubts. Iraq had 
indeed began its withdrawal 
from Kuwait and diplomats at 
the United Nations were busy 
hying to secure an immediate 
cease-fire. Jordanians from all 
walks of life were baffled and 
confused especially as Western 
media talked about, and later 
showed, mass Iraqi troop surren¬ 
der at the Kuwaiti front. 

But later in the day Jordanians 
began restoring their confidence 
in the Iraqi position. There was a 
consensus among a good number 
of people who talked to The Star 
that Iraq had managed to with¬ 
drew its forces from Kuwait as 
early as last week, when Iraq an¬ 
nounced its acceptance of the 
Soviet plan. 

"At first I could not believe 


my ears," said Abu Hassan, a 
grocer in Jabal Amman. "How 
could the Iraqis withdraw and 
not inflict heavy losses to the in¬ 
vaders. But later I became con¬ 
vinced that it was part of a mili¬ 
tary strategy. I believe in 
Saddam's wisdom. 11 

A diplomatic source told The 
Star that a senior Iraqi official 
had confirmed in Amman that 
Iraqi troop withdrawal had be¬ 
gun sometime before the ground 
offensive started. . 

Wednesday's news of an aerial 
paratroop landing inside Iraq 
confirmed many people's early 
doubts of a US plan to invade 
and occupy south of Iraq. “It is 
there that the Iraqi army will re¬ 
veal its true potential," said Jor¬ 
danian businessman Mr Assim 
Abu Faris. "All Iraqis will now 
become part of the battle and the 
enemy will discover that moving 
into Iraq was in facta mistake." 

Urn Omar, an engineer, said 
she was sure that the battle was 
not over and that Saddam's deci¬ 
sion to withdraw was not a mis¬ 
take. "But I believe the Ameri¬ 
cans will go to any length to 
subdue the Iraqis, even to uie ex¬ 
tent of using nuclear weapons." 

An angry civil engineer, Ghas- 
san Ghanem, said die Arabs 
have defeated themselves by let- 
Ung Iraq down. "What you see 
now proves that President Sad¬ 
dam was right in warning of an 
Amencan-lsraeli conspiracy to 


Hssad offers ftltemativc to solid fertilizers 


By a Star Staff* writer 

FERTILIZER EXPORTS are one 
oF the main foreign currency 
earners in Jordan. Earnings are 
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payment of foreign debts Jordan's I 1 
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useo to help finance imports and 
payment of foreign debts Jordan's 
exports of phosphate are estimat¬ 
ed at about $300 million annual¬ 
ly, while potash exports generat¬ 
ed more Die JD 7l5 million in 
1989. 

' The importance of this industry 
has led a pioneering Jordanian 
company to process raw fertiliz¬ 
ers to serve local and foreign 
markets. 

. A public sharp holding compa¬ 
ny whose owner ship lies entirely 
m the private sector, "Hasad* 
(Arabic for harvest) was cstab- 
ishcd in 1985 under a JD 4 mil¬ 
lion capital. Mr Amin A1 Taher, 
assistant general manager of the 
company, said the company's 
Ptant in Aqaba is considered one 
of the largest in the Middle Bast. 
•He added that plant, produces 
multi-grade liquid fertilizer at a 

-Sir ■ ° f 40, ^° tons of P° r 
. Aqaba was chosen because of 
three reasons: First is the export 
potential because of the limita¬ 
tion of the local market. Second 
-is uio proximity to raw.material 
sinpo the plant is close to the Pot- 

■ k CO fSP°4 1 ^. phosphate 

:■ mmOs. The thin! reason js safety 

• S0 P P of to material used 

-•in the plant are. considered dan- 

'gcrous to humanst . ' ' „ 

• Al; Tafyer said that because 
of the scarcity of water in Jordan, 

;wsjiporiB nave to;rely heavily;<m '■ 
■ i ff? irrigation.Here. is. where 
'.Hasad comes ip 1 since It Is Ideally 
, used with (his kind bf irrigation. ■ 

• ■ : He saidthatfrom .aif economic 
' point; of view, Hasad ha pthaad- 

• •• Va toflSs®,,of belpg incorporated 

1/: >;,•: VV; . 




Hassad’s Aqaba plant 

with the irrigation drip system. 

k . . com P an y has developed 
what it calls "easy flow” tank for 

immediate use. Mr AI Taher said 

that another advantage is man¬ 
agement, since fanners "can 
depide from the beginning how 
much quantity of Hasad to use 
tor each green house or dunum." 
Jne liquid fertilizer ^ then fed to 
plants through the drip Irrigation 
network. "This advantage mi»»s 

He. added that initial prepara-- 
uoi of the Hasad material is done 
at the Aqaba plant from which it 
i? transported to four Satellite sta¬ 
tions /where, final blending' Is 
dpnd lo suit every 1 crop stage 
growtli.requirements and:soil 
■typj.. "Two Of the stations are ’ 
mobile moving according to sea- 
isonaj.demand," said Mr. AI Tab-' 
Thti oto:iwo are in perma- 
.location;: in Al Arda andAI 
■ Agricultural areas.. ; 

-. r™! 8 lv * our product an 

^:° ver t ,; o !tipetitpr 8 ,‘! , saldMr. 

toe difference be- : 

tween , buying a ready-tailored 
fqrrn .any department store;'.; 
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and have one 1 tailored especially 
for you," he said.' 

At the 36th Annual National 
Fertilizer Solutions 'Association 
(NFSA) annual meeting in Unit¬ 
ed States recently, speakers em¬ 
phasized on the environmental is¬ 
sues according to Mr Al Taher 
He added that liquid fertilizer is 
environmentally safer than other 
fertilizer, because' the farmer ap¬ 
plies the exact amount he needs 
and in small dosages. "From en- 
fiSr menl ^ Perspective liquid 
- Sr 1 ,z ^ k 0ve more advantage 
than solid ones where the fanners 
apply it for one time and they are 

R^P^wiUbenefit, 
oTora it/[-Mr Al Taher said. In the 
(ase ofsplid fertilizers, raiii wa-' 
ter and frequent irrigation are ab¬ 
sorbed . by .soil and eventually 
contaminating underground wa- 

: Mf Al Tahers&id that Hasad. 

^ ■^ uro P eah Com¬ 

ity Se) standard and there . 

we negotiations with German 

to start exporting, to Ger--• 
many. Previous siileshave been' 




partition Iraq and the Arab 
world. Only a blind fool could 
dispute this glaring fact." 

Newspaper columnists focused 
on this point in their opinion arti¬ 
cles. Columnist Tareq Massa- 
rueh of Al Rai newspaper wrote 
that the Kuwaiti issue was not 
the cause of the political and 
military upheaval in the region, 
but Iraq’s existence. He wrote 
that the war against Iraq is but a 
continuation of the war againsi 
the Arab nation which launched 
in the beginning of the century 
to keep the Arabs divided and 
under foreign control. " The 
Americans will remain our ene¬ 
mies and so will the Zionists, the 
revisionists who betrayed us. 
They will continue to be our ene¬ 
mies until this nation regains its 
legitimacy and ends that of the 
colonialists, imperialists and Zi¬ 
onists.” 

Another columnist, Mounis Al 
Razaz wrote in Ad Dustour 
newspaper that Iraq stood 
against 30 countries who came 
to punish Iraq for its refusal to 
submit to America’s hegemony 
and because of its army which 
has developed beyond Lhe red 
line it was not permitted to 
cross. "The struggle now is be¬ 
tween the oldest civilization in 
history and the imperialist WesL 
Let us agree that we are in the 
midst of a war of survival, a war 
we have been waging since the 
Crusaders." ■ 
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AMMAN (Star) — The Jordan 

Design and Trade Center held a _ 

three-day exhibition of unique merous training‘"H 1 —— — —'V'^arrai 

and fashionable Jordanian-made marketing activities 
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By Helen Alayan 
Special to The Star 
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lished under the umbrella of the 
National Handicraft Develop¬ 
ment Project, an activity initiat¬ 
ed in 1988 by the Noor Al Huss¬ 
ein Foundation to create 
employment and increases in¬ 
come among low-income com¬ 
munities in Jordan through a 
business-oriented, markeL devel¬ 
opment approach to handicraft 
production. 

■ The project currently reaches 
over 800 individuals Lhrnuohnni 


grammes previously screened on 
JTV. "Who wants io watch an 
American film that does nothing 
but glorify the strength and hero¬ 
ism of the Americans?" asks Mr 
Alkhass. Instead programme se¬ 
lection has been geared towards 
political, historical, economic pro¬ 
grammes, in addition to local 
shows on topics ranging from civ¬ 
il defence regulations to agricultu¬ 
ral issues. 

News bulletins, whether in Ara¬ 
bic or English, have been extend¬ 
ed as the nation developed a high 
state of respect for Jordanian 
news coverage of the Gulf 
evcnts."Our utmosi priority has 


Swedish 
support for 
Jordanian 
women and 
children 


AMMAN (Star) — Rndtin Bar- 
nen, a Swedish non-governmental 
humanitarian organization, hns nl- 
to«cd a $63,000 gram to the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation in support 
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Chios for chit,UnndrfviP 1611 ,n some of «<» P™' 


gnniZMions, purchase of 
cincs for children and of vi 
and chalybeate tablets fa 
nant women. ■ 


"We arc striving to present our 
viewers with an accurate account 
of what is going on." For instance, 
if President Bush were to give a 
speech, his own voice would be 
transmitted, together with a writ¬ 
ten translation in Arabic.The same 
goes for other world officials 
speaking in German, French, Rus¬ 
sian or any other language. 

This has enabled people to 
judge exactly what has been said 
for themselves. The increasing 
number of reports during news 
bulletins can be justified not .only 
by the fact that they provide the 
viewers with a more detailed idea 
about a certain issue, but by the 
fact that they also avoid monoto¬ 
ny. Mr Alkhass adds that credibil¬ 
ity can be established by avoiding 
reference to exaggerated news, 
dis-information and inciting 
words. 
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Best resident f 
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the year ( 


Red Cross prepares 
/ to handle PoWs 


• Resident Manager at the Am- 
man Mamoit Hotel, Mr Ghas- 

Besi Resident Manager of the 

Year for die Marriott Corp. in Eu- 

ro P9’ to c Middle East and Africa. BHHH ' i- * 

k i s P raclical experience 13 

and background in the hotel in- Mr Ismail receives aWP\ 
dustiy coupled with more than 25 from Ana Vice Prism 
Sn^^ hd ^ Wn,to **QrryBosschaart 

^ Reiving liis award, Mr Is- 
iv?n Hr ^ 10 his various accomplishments which sjjf 

r?«? a ^ r ^ vith opening of ihe Amman MarrioU in 19J1 
’ who was P lcased with this valuable recognition.* 
MaSoi?^erartoy&ta 10 dl6 COm toiimcnt and support of tfe * 

Plaza Flowers 
Inter flora ^ 

For Birthdays, Weddings, Births, 

, .. Jubilees or Just so, you con sent 
flowers through us ail over the WQ? 

/ Housing Bank Centre. Tel 662100 ^, 


; MAN (Star) — After eruption 
me around battle in the Gulf 
y. this week, the International 
wmiltee of the Red Cross 
S|C) launched an appeal on 
itati of all civilian and military 
g^s of the Gulf War calling on 
If belligerents to fully respect 
implement the provisions of 
phationa] humanitarian law. 
ra.tototejy operations inside 
malt and fraq take an increased 
P'ty. toe number of military 
Kilties and of combatants fall- 
^nto enemy hands is rapidly 

pordlng to the Third Geneva 
^ deta toing author- 
# .snouid provide the ICRC 

tJSPSJB* for all PoWs 
gallow ICRC delegates to visit 

SvJ2r or ? lat,on from the Coali- 
g orces In Saudi Arabia put the 
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H Ws'to more 
RC delegates 
Imately 2000 
tional staff is ' 
Saudi Arabia 
'gates have 
cts to provide , 
if*.' 

I that it had 
and some ■• 
ber of Allied 
Is of Iraq at 

^ bn prisdn- , 

tat no matter 


JTV, unlike neighbouring sta¬ 
tions, has not extended its trans¬ 
mission time. Whereas Israeli tel¬ 
evision offers programmes 24 
hours a day, JTV ends its trans¬ 
mission at around 11 pm on the 
foreign channel and slightly after 
that on the main one. "We can 
neither, nor want to compete with 
either Syria or Israeli television," 
says Mr Alkhass. "For one, we 
would definitely receive com¬ 
plaints if we were to screen 
American of British films." But 
he adds that they had in fact re¬ 
ceived numerous letters demand¬ 
ing the return of certain foreign 
programmes such as the Ameri¬ 
can comedy "The Cosby Show". 
However, he assures, that those 
who wrote are a minority. 

The Television and Radio 
Corp. director general insists that 
citizens have no "stomach" for 
entertainment at the mo- 
ment."Those who do are free to 
switch to other channels." 

As to future plans, Mr Alkhass 
says that "what we are attempting 
to do is to give JTV a unique 
character, a character our viewers 
can identify with." He affirms his 
belief that programmes presented 
on the screen should be in harmo¬ 
ny with Arab culture and tradi¬ 
tions. Recently, television pro- 


ssc 



grammes came under scrutiny by 
deputies of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Mr Alkhass says that 
attention is being given to local 
talk shows such as the English- 
language interview programme 
Encounter. News and political 


that JTV would be able to live up 
to the expectations of the public 
and give them a variety of high 
quality material. "We are a part of 
a highly active and dynamic sys¬ 
tem. Rapid changes lake place 
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programmes will be receiving evei Y and we are doing our 
prominence while light entertain- utoiosi to keep up with these de¬ 


ment will also be available to 
those who want it. 

Mr Alkhass expressed his hope 


velopments," he says. "Our aim is 
to give our viewers exactly what 
they want." ■ 
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soldiers must be collected, re¬ 
spected and protected in all cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Soldiers who surrender must be 
spared. They must also be evacu¬ 
ated from combat zones and be 
taken to a place where their secur¬ 
ity can be guaranteed. 

As the heat rises and the theater 
of operations expands enormous¬ 
ly, the ICRC, as a neutral interme¬ 
diary, is now renewing its offer 
of services to facilitate the imple¬ 
mentation of the provisions de¬ 
signed to protect civilian ami mili- 
laryyictims, 

■ The combating parties must 
take all feasible measures to pro¬ 
tect the civilian population from 
the effects of hostilities. The bel¬ 
ligerents are urged to conclude 
agreements establishing neutral¬ 
ized zones. If the fighting is likely 
to affect the civilian population. 


thp parties to the conflict must al¬ 
low the evacuation of non com¬ 
batants, especially the most vul¬ 
nerable categories such as the 
wounded aha. sick, children ahd 
■the elderly. The free passage of. 

. supplies essential to the survival ! 
of the civilian; population must be 
allowed. . 

hi the field of medical activities, 
the ICRC has mobilized four field ■ 

: hospitals; one in Amman,, two in 
Ahwaz in Bran, and another one in i 
Bahrain. The ICRC Has also taken 
sanitary steps In order to deal with ■ 
ti}e deteriorating water situation in ’ r 
Baghdad, 
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Range of Iraq’s missiles 

^rt U f^,! aC| ' 5 "'fife sites Cave largely been deslrayed by U.S. and 
Qnf d Jw 5, m ° bie ,auncher - are still active. A look at the 
Soviet-designed Scud-B and how Iraq modified it: 

Soviet Scud'B - "" n I Irani fll-HiiRCflin — 


Range: 18S miles (unable to 
reach Saudi Arabian cities of 
Riyadh or Dhahran from 
Kuwait) 

Warhead: About 2.200 
pounds; explosive power 
equal to one stealth bomber 
Length: 37 feet 
Diameter: 34 Inches 
Weight: 14,000 pounds 

—4 Black . ^ 

J Sea^—y 


Iraqi ANHussein — * . 

Modified Scud-B 
Range: 375 miles (can hit 
Riyadh or Dhahran from Kuwait) 
Warhead: About 250 pounds 
Chemical potential: Both 
A!-Hussein and Scud-B can 
carry chemical or nuclear 
warhead; If chemical, 
probably mustard 
gas 

ovi et Uniori^ “ ij 

^ ^ Al-Hussein * * 
range 


WAR tLSMwj WJcM 

HOW THE ALLIES ENGAGED 
GULF THE IRAQI ARMY IN KUWAIT 

Goal: Allied Forces altempl to encircle and isolate Iraqi 
troops in Kuwait by cutting off supply and communication 
lines and attacking forces from the ground and air. 


Strikes continue on Scud/AI Hussein 
missile launchers and other strategic 
targets In Iraq by a dozen types of 
allied aircraft from bases in Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey. 
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Goal: 

Destroy 

command 

and 

communica¬ 

tions 

centers, air 

defense 

systems, 

utilities and 

chemical 

.and nuclear 

facilities. 




Types of agents 

Nerve agents: A liquid 
or vapor chemical that 
affects the eyes, 
respiratory system and 
nervous system: II Is 
Inhaled or absorbed 
through the skin and can 
kill almost Immediately. 

Blood gas: A fast-acting 
chemical which kills by blocking 
the absorption of oxygen by blood 
in lungs. 

Choking agent: Phosgene is a 
colorless gas which affects 
respiratory organs; victims drown 
In own fluids. 

Blistering agents: Includes 
Mustard gas which causes bums 
and blistering of the skin, scarring 
of lung tissue and temporary 
blindness. 

■ Chemical weapons are 
primarily delivered by aircraft 
and artillery shells, but also can 
be deployed by rocket, 
grenades and mines. 


Protracted combat 
under chemical warfare 
conditions would be 
extremely difficult. 

■ Wearing special gear aqd 
respirators can reduce a soldiers 
effectiveness up to 50 percent In a 
short time, with a more marked 
deterioration after a lew days. 

■ Clothing is hoi, sweaty and 
claustrophobic. 

■ Wearer has difficulty 
manipulating equipment and 
weapons. 

■ More difficult to walk or run 

■ Visibility Is decreased due to 
face mask steam up. 

■ Hearing is reduced by the thick 
hood material. 

Chicago Tribune Graphic by Don Sena, 

Rick Turns and Terry VtUpp; Sources: 

U.S. Army, U.S. Stare department. 

Advanced Technology Warfare. 

Weapons. U. S. Combat 


Military Units 

■ Army company: 150 troops 

■ Battalion: 600 troops 

■ Brigade: 2,000 troops; each brigade Is dedicated to specific 
mission such as Infantry, aviation or artillery 

■ Division: 16,000 troops 

■ Squadron: Group of airplanes, ranging from four to 24; general¬ 
ly, a sophisticated radar-warning plane and electronic warfare 
planes are in smaller squadrons, while fighters and bombers have 
the grater number of planes In a squadron 

■ Battle group; Relatively small force of six to 12 ship9 based 
around a major warship vessel, either a battleship or an aircraft 
carrier 

■ Fleet: Group of naval ships operating in a large theater, such 
as the Mediterranean Sea 

■ Wing: In the Air Force, three squadrons; in the Navy, Its the 
roughly 80 aircraft on a single carrier 

■ Squadron: Group of airplanes, ranging from four to 24; fighters 
and bombers have larger squadrons 
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Hie Ml Abrams 

A look at the mafn U.S. battle tank 

Blast panels: If ammunition 
inside ignites, panels burst 
outward to protect crew 


Commander's 
.50-caliber 
machine gun 
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Crew: Commander, driver, 
gunner and loader 

Top speed: 44 mph 
(35 mph cross-country) 


Crosswind sensor: 
Sends data to 
targeting computer 



British 
Chobham 
armor: Its 
composition 
is secret 




Iraq vs. the allies 


How the Iraqi main battle tank, the T-72, stacks up against the Ml 

| ^mST The T-72 | 

The Ml J| 


Country of origin: Soviet Union 
Entered service: 1972 
Mobility when firing: Has to 
stop or slow to fire accurately 
Ability to fight at night: Very 
limited capability 
Iraqi crew training: Battle- 
seasoned from war with Iran 
Cannon shots per minute: 6 
Armor: Some have reinforced 
turrets and resilient armor. 
Cannot stop tank fire, artillery' 
or some field missiles. 


Country of origin: U.S. 

Entered service: 1980 
Mobility when firing: Can fire 
accurately at top speed 
Ability to fight at night: 

Excellent, state-of-the-art ability 
U.S. crew training: Among the 
world's best trained and largest 
group of career tank teams 
Cannon shots per minute: 12 
Armor: Some have new, 
super-reinforced armor, can 
withstand everything but some 


tank fire and direct artillery hits. 

Maximum range of accurate five 


T-72: About 2,0Q0 yards’**"*^ 


.Ml: About3,000yards 



500,000 mines buried in Kuwait 

Iraq has buried throughout Kuwait more than 500,000 mines, . 
purchased from several countries including the Soviet Union, France, 
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. How U.S. mines work on troops and tanks: 


M16A1 anti-personnel mine (“Bouncing Betty”) 

1 . Can be triggered by pressure sp. 

1 from foot or by trip wire iorwi f ir 

2. First charge sends mine out of ~ A 

the ground, about 10 feet Tnto air — • O ^ 

3. Mine explodes, spreading ■ — 

shrapnel, or steel fragments, — _ S. 

within j 00-foot radius . , $ i a0t ^ 

Pressure prongs f 

. Hidden 2-3 in. ■'■ JpIS i '•,. X d L 

under sand ' Groun d 

\ W0ght:81bs.;1 ' 
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jalal Rifa'i/Ad-Dustour 


Jordan is not a 
banana republii 


War moves to Iraq 

THE GULF War is entering its second chapter that of dismantling Iraq 
as an entity; the most abhorrent crime in modem Arab history after the 
rape of Palestine. 

This bloody chapter carries the broad headline of "Post-war Regional 
Arrangements 11 in Washington's current agenda. President Bush is report¬ 
ed to be studying this subject and will be conferring shortly with British 
and French foreign ministers before ordering the plan to be carried out. 

All this while America's Arabs celebrate the liberation of Kuwait. The 
liberation of Kuwait has meant the subjugation of the Arab world as a 
whole under America's direct hegemony for many years to come. 

The Iraqi part of Operation Desert Storm will not be achieved. Ira¬ 
qis will fight to death to kick out the invading aggressors. The region is 
already at the threshold of a devastating era of foreign presence, suspi¬ 
cious pacts and neo-colonialism. 

The Arabs, on both sides of the fence, are the main losers if America is 
allowed to carry its abominable project in this region. With the new or¬ 
der President Bush wishes to impose on the region, the standing of the 
Arabs as a nation will deteriorate further, their national aspirations will 
be contained and their control over their destiny will no longer be possi¬ 
ble. 

It is ironic that only few months ago, an Arab solution, a term which 
some Arabs find cynical today, was possible when Jordan succeeded in 
getting an Iraqi pledge to withdraw frpm Kuwait in a matter of days. It is 
ironic that the Arabs had given invaluable assistance to America and its 
Western allies to derail and defeat these Jordanian efforts which would 
have evicted Iraq from Kuwait without a single shot being fired and 
without foreign intervention. It is contemptuous now that Kuwait is 
liberated, the whole Arab world is under siege and foreign control. 

Those who saw all of this coming were abused, but it will not take long 
before it becomes crystal clear to those who rejected our line of thinking, 
that Lhe nightmare is only at its beginning. 

The Arabs will not be the only victims of America's crusade. Those 
who stood idly by while Americans armada and war machine gathered as-i 
serabled in the Gulf, will also feel the pain of America's big stick. Even 
the Soviet Union, a traditional friend of the Arabs and the Third World, 
will soon discover that it has no place in America's post-war arrange¬ 
ments In the region. 

Some will wait patiently, but in vain, for America's promise of work¬ 
ing our all of the region's problems including the Palestinians. Israel, on 
die other, will be eager to expand its regional role since it is a full- 
fledged member of the Coalition, and after its much admired policy of 
self-restraint, it will not be in a mood for compromises or acceptance of 
Security Council resolutions. 1 

Another casualty of the Gulf crusade is the United Nations and its cred- 
ibtllw. The true loss is that of the impoverished nations, the Third 
.Wonders, the majority on this planet The Big Five are now the only for¬ 
um, judge; jury and executioner, to which they can take their complaints 
in a fruitless hope,of justice and fairness. 

L?. was foolish to believe that goodness and impartiality would come 
fiom America, wbose-"kinder and gentler" Ways have led to the dropping 
of more than .80,000 tons of explosives bn an Arab country reducing its 
great econoipic, cultural and industrial achievements to rubble. The thou¬ 
sands-of innocent victims who died in, America's war on Iraq will haunt 
' lhe Arabs for centuries to come; 

-Amries,could be defeated, but principles cannot, thank God, We still 
.beueVe In an Arab nation, defiant and strong. We still cherish our history 1 
. and remember it well. And from the rubble and destruction of war Iran 

, like a phoenix, will rise again in spite of its enemies. ■ ' • \ 


By Othman Hallaq 

IN RECENT testimony before the US 
Senate's Foreign Relations Committee, 
Secretary of State James Baker summed 
up America's assessment of Jordan as fol¬ 
lows: "When we look at alternatives we 
don't see what we perceive to be a particu¬ 
larly pretty picture.... (as an)... alternative 
to the king..." 

This statement, reducing Jordan to the 
level of an overripe banana republic, came 
in response to King Hussein's criticism of 
the American-led coalition's zealous as¬ 
sault on Iraq. Ironic that at a time when 
America is defending the integrity and 
sovereignty of one Middle East state, Ku¬ 
wait, it undermines respect for another. 

Apart from serving to underscore Wash¬ 
ington's displeasure with Jordan's position 
in the war, Bakers statement raises a num¬ 
ber of questions about how America de¬ 
fines its relationships with Arab states — 
at least the poor, weak ones — and the 
"new world order" that may confront us. 

It must be difficult for Americans to im¬ 
agine even for a moment the position of 
those living in a country such as Jordan: A 
state in the midst of an unsettled region, 
party to conflicts beyond its direct control, 
its economy constrained by a lack of natu¬ 
ral wealth, dependent on trade with its 
powerful neighbours. A country of the 
size and wealth of the United States con 
boast a degree of independence unknown 
to most of the world. 

Proud of their direct and forthright man¬ 
ner, Americans may never have to Icam 
the art of subtlety, or link their survival to 
their ability to coax, cajole and placate a 
more powerful neighbour. How does a 
poor, small nation gain the respect of a su¬ 
perpower? By endorsing its words and 
deeds, no matter how simplistic, contra¬ 
dictory, and shortsighted? Or by honestly 
voicing the views of its people, even in 
opposition to the Western war effort? 

Whatever the differences that divide 
Washington and Amman in this current 
crisis, the fact that King Hussein has sur¬ 
vived for 39 years as the head of a country 
that has grown and evolved politically 
confirms his understanding of the Middle 
East and its dynamics. Might not his di¬ 
vergence of views with the West shed 
some important light on what realistic op¬ 
tions might lie ahead? 

One would assume that America's new 
world order for the Middle East would in¬ 
clude the catchphrase "democratic and ec¬ 
onomic reforms." Jordan in 1989 launched 
•a process of democratization novel to the 
Arab world. That the lessening of restric¬ 
tions against public speech and assembly 
has resulted in the expression of anti- 
Western sentiment should be welcomed as 
a valid barometer of the mood of an im¬ 
portant state caught between the borders 
of Israel, Syria and Iraq, ' v •! 

Actually, the deterioration in relations 
. between Washington and Amman began 
with the Camp David Accords, when King 
Hussein refused io enter into negotiations 
on behalf of the Palestinians. Later, in the 
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Camp David. Instead, King Hussein chose 
to disengage from the West Bank, 
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The American administration vieW 
apparent truculence with disfavor art! 
aid to the kingdom; they encouraged^ 
Arab allies to do the same. The e«3 
economic hardship experienced in m- 
coupled with a further deterioration«{ 
conditions in the territories, and decij 
lions in Israel that Jordan is iffi 
brought Jordan's fears to their peak. 

All these factors served to distance I 
dan from its reliance on the West a 
ally, while pushing Jordan to seek ouii 
gional protector. The Gulf crisis hasto 
cally affected Jordan, with losses of o 
$2 billion in trade and commercial c 
tracts with Iraq and massive costs inctel 
by an influx of refugees. The w 
States "rewarded" Jordan by closing 
only seaport, Aqaba, under the pretax 
goods shipped there would find their it 
to Iraq. } 

America seems to have failed to rats 
nize the values that characterize thep<» 
of Jordan. Their pride and dignity bt 
never been based on power and wai 
Thus, Baker's suggestion that US akii 
be doled out in measure of the degree 
which Jordan co-operates with Amt 
designs rankles badly. 

The Hashemites were the Tint to a 
against oppression in the great Anti I 
volt of 1916 against the autocratic ink 
the Ottoman Empire. Thus, a sense oft 
tory dictates the terms of their support! 
all Arab nationalist causes. As King Ha 
ein said in a recent television intern 
"We appreciate true, friends, but wti 
not cheap, and we cannot be bought,' 
The Gulf conflict has clearly d 
scored that the Middle East and the V 
arc separate in impetus and motive. % 
ington's failure to understand this krsl 
to the failure of their efforts to proca 
Middle East peace, and promises loo 
demn thoir vision of new world order» 
early death. 

Othman Hallaq Is editor or the Eatfl 
rusalem dally An-Nahar. _^ 

LETTERS 

^^TOTHEEDTTOR, 

Hope for Arab 
awakening 

To the editor: ‘ 

In these very enduring limes, one cwj 
think of the lost opportunities the AJJ 
have wasted to make their case heart* 
their lives honorable. Iraq was let a°® 
by the Arabs, a betrayal we will kvem 1 
gret for many decades to come. _ 
I have lived to see Israel struck by * 
Arab country and have seen with tnyj 
eyes a glimmer of hope and an end to ? 
long and dark tunnel. ' 

/tias, we have condemned oursejyc* 
servitude and now we see the Arab w* 1 
penetrated once again by our enertiw- l 
The golden opportunity to stand upP,J 
them is not afiiosL We still can 
an Arab and Muslim awakehing- 
who did not believe Iraq was fignuni j 
their own liberation do not deserve m 

way \ : 
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Gulf War and the press: 

Less than the whole truth 


By Hugo Young 

TRUTH IS the first casualty of war. A res¬ 
onant axiom. At this time it resounds with 
peculiar effect. The public has become- 
aware that it is being told nothing like the 
whole truth about the Gulf War. To some 
people this docs not matter. They consider 
the purveying of silence and propaganda 
as no more than the duty of any patriotic 
[Westcm/Alliancc] journalist. But the rest 
are in hardly better case. Journalism is 
failing, and the question is: How much of 
this failure is avoidable? 

As an axiom, the famous epigram has its 
limitations. It assumes that, outside war 
there exists some kind of utopia of truth 
which only the special circumstance of 
battle has destroyed. The fact is that, even 
in peace-time, irulh-in-govemment is an 
elusive commodity, always to be fought 
for against the forces of propaganda. War, 
in one sense, merely accentuates the con¬ 
ditions of peace, in which truth-telling is 
destined always to be imperfect. War is 
the circumstance in which truth is most 
desperately sought, yet it is at the same 
time hardest to discover. 

In part, therefore, truth-seekers face una¬ 
voidable frustration. The existential fact 
of war renders the reporter puny and the 
censor irrelevant. Many crucial aspects of 
the war so far are beyond knowing. Even 
without information control, it would be 
impossible to convey anything like a com¬ 
plete account of what allied bombing has 
done. We see the cross-hairs on bomber's 
target and judge how accurate he can be, 
but the truth about 50,000 sorties is be¬ 
yond discovery by anyone. 

Similarly, we do not see or read the true 
state of mind of the enemy. 1 l is a closed 
book, not because truth is being malignly 
concealed but because it is beyond investi¬ 
gation. An entire dimension of the war is 
therefore completely out of reach. In this 
war, as in almost all wars, truth is at best 
fragmentary and episodic. The objective, 
rounded version does not exist. Those 
who protest at its absence now make a fair 
point, but a small one. 

This time, however, one difference is 
important and begins to give substance to 



the discontent. Although the whole truth is 
no more available than it ever was, the il¬ 
lusion of truth is more strongly present 
than it has ever been. This is the achieve¬ 
ment of wall-to-wall television. Here is 
this powerful medium, uniquely the medi¬ 
um of the actual and believable, devoting 
so much time to the war that unwary 
viewers may be easily lulled into the be¬ 
lief that their picture is complete. 

The TV reporters have to be assiduous 
and sometimes brave. No-one can with¬ 
hold admiration from their industry and 
professionalism. But the contest between 
free truth and managed propaganda is one 
which circumstance makes it very hard for 
truth to win. In a war at which the world is 
being offered a grand-stand seat, warriors 
and reporters are thrown inexorably to¬ 
gether — on the warriors' terms. The cam¬ 
eras demand to be present. So vast a num¬ 
ber of them has to be dragooned and 
organised. They require instant transmis¬ 
sion facilities. This too puts the organisers 
in control. The technology of modem 
journalism may have liberating effects, 
but it also constructs its own prison. Be¬ 
hind the illusion of giving comprehensive 


coverage, the broadcasters deliver only 
what they are allowed to. - 
This has not been totally inimical to tell¬ 
ing the truth. When we see the damage 
done by Scud [A1 Hussein] missiles, we 
learn a liule more about reality. When we 
see the wreckage of war in Khafji, we get 
a glimpse of wnat it is really like — while 
later discovering that this action, too, was 
only a small part of wider action which 
the cameras were not present to record. 
On the other side, like wise, TV's presence 
in Baghdad, although licensed and regu¬ 
lated by the Iraqis, tells a fragment of 
truth. In fact, more than a fragment, a nec¬ 
essary piece of substance; a visible re¬ 
dressing of the allied contention that, be¬ 
cause the thousands sorties have been 
laser-guided to military targets, not a civil¬ 
ian hair has been touched. This soothing 
absurdity needed exposing. The fact that 
exposure came by permission of Saddam 
Hussein does not invalidate the truth of iL 
All the same, television is a party to 
half-truth so pervasive that they might be 
called Untruth. Its view is usually so re¬ 
mote, and always so controlled, that the 
images of comprehensive actuality are in 


fact nothing of the kind. 

It is more anxious to fill its vast quantity 
of space with a facsimile of truth than to 
remind viewers in every sentence that 
what they are seeing is necessarily incom¬ 
plete and quite possible false. 'Hiere are 
days when one feels TV's best contribu¬ 
tion to truth-telling would be to stop re¬ 
porting from the Gulf. Thai, however, 
hardly counts as an avoidable casually of 
war. There is an immense public appetite 
for news about this war even when its 
connection with the truth is less than per¬ 
fect. The TV coverage, conducted by 
well-motivated reporters who do their 
best, however unavailingly, to beat the 
system, exists by public demand. It does 
not patronise its viewer by willfully and 
consciously lying to them. Its inability to 
tell the truth is mostly out of its control. 

All in all, therefore, it is probably fanci¬ 
ful to expect daily to learn the Truth about 
this war. The concerned citizen must live 
in frustrated ignorance about precisely 
what is going on. The best to be hoped for 
is that nobody should suppose that what 
they hear in any medium is reliably true; 
and, which is the greater point, thaL we 
should restrain ourselves from actually 
wanting to be lied to. This is what the pa¬ 
triotic school of journalism would prefer. 
Not only would it silence any anti-war 
opinion — an opinion which has all but 
vanished from the British air waves — but 
it also endorses all the silences and misin¬ 
formation which the Pentagon and Brit¬ 
ain's Ministry of Defence choose to put 
out. 

It sees no distinction between operation¬ 
al details which might be of immediate 
military value to the enemy and events of 
recent occurrence that might have a politi¬ 
cal and psychological impact at home. 

Recognising that wc are consigned to 
operate with half-truths, wc journalists 
should hang on to it. Especially journalists 
who are not prepared to oppose the war. It 
is important that at every stage the price 
of the war should remain os clear as possi¬ 
ble in front of the public which has given 
its support. ■ 


War.... an unsympathetic drug for rejuvenation 


. . By Lina S, Mouasher 

SO FAR, no human element has succeed¬ 
ed in unchaining the bird of peace. Politi¬ 
cal reasoning — considered by some a 
crime — opened the minds of many, but 
JW® 1 iSdOfsd by those in power.’ 
Why? Could we tutoress this two-edged 
sword in another language, and thus and 
rotn reason and answer in one? One psy¬ 
chological angle, which addresses the hu- 
o enl °? lhe present thinking in the 
Tk ■ Wtes ’ * s wo ^ investigating, 
hoi' Journey to recovery, which America 
? n ^ fler Vietnam has been 
^ck, to colossal loss 
or innocent lives were a bitter experience, 

as lhe road which the 



■eslvHoii US . power has failed — 

r^Pwauy since the .Vietnam war- — to 


honor to the American 
a America! was left 

tevbhSu!? of shame > rejection and 

! ^ its j*** 16 

such 10 c 01 ™- Paced with 

the Uifi§ ** ^ psychological status of 
MS*? States after Vietnam can be 
y severe psychoso- 

19 such , s “ ffered 
- jto ' JnfemaT. flows, which: 


the United States is still suffering from, 
will simply shallow down the depth of 
their severity, but one can say that the eco¬ 
nomic, social and political standing of the 


H long time, if ever... 
This is why they came 
up with the Film l gath- 
er... a. wish fulfill-: 
a ment," said one of the 

fivTSTteh. Gulf Peace Team acti- 

vists in Amman on his. 
ftdu. Wdy borne from Bagh- 

dad. Well, would it 
awjH surprise us if this 

dream was generated 
Vlv into reality? Needless 

. to say, this realily had, 

JPj to be carried out, but 

this time,'. far away, 
from the once defeated 
/ core, at a place where 
the American public 
can snuggle up under the wings of well- 
censbredpress. 

Today, the Arab Gulf with its oil satu¬ 
rated land, is becoming the substitute bat- 


hope that they ipa will benefit, from the 
war. 

Getting hold of all those who showed lit¬ 
tle restraint to the "flight of fantasy" result¬ 
ing from abusing this toxic downer, the 
element of war remained a popular one. 
The lure of the mafia dollar, however, nev¬ 
er failed to save the United States from the 
painful and shameful withdrawal symp¬ 
toms of, abuse. As the drug of war was 
gradually absorbed into the core of hu¬ 
manity, all peace slogans and "no blood 
for oil" placards were downed like never 
before, jhe press, which seemingly sus¬ 
tains and nourishes the heart of America, 
was similarly poisoned. 

What is the cure to this world-wide ma¬ 
lignant disorder? Will this monster catch 
up with the few innocents resisting and ab¬ 
staining from engaging into this crime? Is 
Ramjx> to come out victorious yet saturat- 


Untted States, has been crowned by the 
on-going unhealthy moral decline, of the 
American "mighty* nation. 

AS time passed, Vietnam was forgotten 
but not forgiven. Truth finally made its 
way out to the .public fixing this once 
fought war to a nighuriarish frame. The 
sin of the Vietnam war has put a moral ob¬ 
ligation on the. 1 American government, 
which it owed to its people."... The Unit¬ 
ed States has not felt! like Ram bo for a 


tie field for the original Stars War, To the 
US military the Gulf is the perfect spot to 
initiate the sparks of thli irreversible reju¬ 
venating reaction. The Human element of 
the "mighty" US has found a sedative dree 


to ease the internal suffering and pain of 
its own making. This drug or war,: like any 
other, abused drug, ■ is tiot'only lethal but 
similarly addictive to those engaged in us¬ 
ing it The Untied States has mercilessly 
"hooked" 1 many Others on this drug in the 


ed witn the blood ot the innocent? Ur, will 
the. magnanimous, righteous and divine 
element of peace cure tins immortal sin? 

As we speak t the doped "mighty" deci¬ 
sion-maker is on the road. We have failed 
to unchain it from its heavy drug abuse be¬ 
cause his crime involves the self forgive¬ 
ness of sins. So wake up America and take 
a good look at yourself. Do yoii sense any 
rejuvenation from Vietnam in this traveled 
road, or a creation of another? ■ 
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Indian flesh trade seizes 
Nepali village giris 


By Jan Sharma 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — 
Dreams of finding a good job and 
a handsome husband eventually 
landed 14-ycar-old Thuli Maya 
Tamang In a brothel in India. 

The ''dream-merchant" for this 
young girl, who has never gone to 
school, was her uncle. He sold 
her for 30,000 Nepali rupees 
<$ 1 , 000 ) to a brothel in Bombay. 

"You need not worry about the 
drudgery of the hill-life any 
more," her uncle said as he lea 
her from Lcchang village in Nu- 
wakoi district, first to Kathman¬ 
du, and then to Bombay. 

"No more cattle grazing. No 
mom walking up and down the 
steep hills. No need to go down 
the hill to get a bucket of water. 
Nice elolhes. Jewelry Servants to 
take your orders. You will be 
queen," he told her as they 
crossed the frontier. 

Thuli was sold to a brothel 
whose owner is also from Nepal's 
Tamang community. Bui within a 
Tew days of arrival, Thuli realised 
that the spacious Bombay house 
was neither a home away from 
home nor the beginning of the 
comfortable life of which she had 
dreamed. 

M My stars are lucky," she says, 
playing with her glass bangles. 
After only a week she was res- 

« the Indian police with the 
a sympathetic visitor. 

Thuli is just one of the many 
Nepali girls who are sold to 
brothels in India. M It is like a 
small Nepal with all the girts who 
are Nepalis. I did not feel like I 
was in a foreign country," she 
says. 

The number of Nepali girls 
forced Into prostitution In India 
can only be guessed at, but is esti¬ 
mated to be approximately 
170,000. 7 

The siatc-run Nepali-language 
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dally The Ghorkhapaira har 
called for the formation of a na¬ 
tional policy to lackle the prob¬ 
lem. It says between 5,000 to 
1,000 Nepali giris are sold to In¬ 
dia each year. 

Nepal's Civil Code, the Mulki 
Ain, prescribes prison terms of 10 
to 20 years for the crime, but 
there are few prosecutions. 

“The problem is that criminals 
go scot-free by using political in¬ 
fluence," says Duiga Ghimire, 
women’s rights campaigner and 
President of the Agroforestry and 
Basic Health Co-operatives 
(ABC>. 7 

Rqjaram Singh Thapa, a Nepali 
who has studied prostitution of 
Nepali girls in Jbidia, was reported 
by The Ghorkhapatra to have a 
list of 5,000 influential Nepalis 
patronising the flesh trade. 

Thapa made headline news 
when he went on hunger strike 
demanding immediate action 
against the criminals, He received 
official assurance but no action. 

Oauri Pradban, Secretary of the 
Human Rights Protection Forum 


sirs 


Friendly Atmosphere fig 

mnihab * 

restaurant 

atthenewiy.opened 

n0OVe<i6u, 

offers an extensive 
menu In traditional^ 
modem cuisine v 

TRYiT;N0W 7V':- : 

aPBgiAUO¥TKR(>e‘ \\ 
COMPUSJdriNTAKV 
were roa llMttBD tiME 




TM.69? 




/Rahman 



' AmJ^ Nabii Restaurant ■. 

; antstay pnd sumptuoiis h 

■j* --yf* * t. : 

, : r- i r- 'I '-1 Uttmt* "■•■■■■ ■ 


in Kathmandu, says: "Many of 
these innocent girls realise too 
late that they nave been sold 
sometimes alter being forced to 
sleep with at least ten men a day." 

Pradhan interviewed 45 Nepali 
girls in Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, 
Lucknow and Madras. Most of 
these girls come from Dhading, 
Sindhupalchok and Nuwakot dis¬ 
tricts around the Kathmandu Val¬ 
ley. "In some villages it is a sym¬ 
bol of social smtus to have a 
daughter working in Bombay. Fa¬ 
thers proudly declare their daugh¬ 
ters as earning members," he 
says. 

Parents encourage their girls to 
become prostitutes in an apparent 
cut-throat competition for wealth 
and social status in villages 
where the second meal of the day 
is a luxury. 

A rehabilitation programme at 
the Women's Welfare Centre in 
Kathmandu for fomier prostitutes 
has not been effective. Although 
the idea behind the programme is 
to enable the girls to return to 
their villages and support them¬ 
selves financially, only a few are 
interested in ictuming to village 
life, 

'Says Chapala Panday, Joint 
Secretary of the Ministry of La¬ 
bour and Social Welfare: "We are 
actually supposed to be giving 
them vocational training and then 
rush them to the villages or com¬ 
munities where they belong. We 
have not given any thought to 
women who do not want to go 
back to their village." Thuli, the 
sole occupant of the Welfare 
Centre, says: "I will never go 
back to my village." 

. The plight of Nepali prostitutes 
m India is compounded by the 
problem of Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 
According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), India has 
Asia's second highest incidence 
of AIDS after Hialland. 

Nepali prostitutes in India are 
being accused of importing the 
disease to their home country. 
Health officials describe as : 
"alarming" the rise In jhe number 

- r *Tnp ..... 
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Minister for Health, E>r Mathu- 
: s , a J?? re3 “' a * ibid:a seminar on' 
. . AIDS in Kathmandu: ‘'There is a 

• :. • gtot possibility • qf: AIDS cases 
; .increasing M ;Nepal:,if Nepali 

wqmen engaged in the flesh trade 
;[ n different parts pf India return 
; home.'': 

• • 'i’Nepai Redfci'bss bfficiali said 

that the 17,141 people tested So 
*• 1 f^tjune wereHfVposilive. Four 
symptoms 

, • o f AIDS and In .July .4990, in 
Nowakot, a girt w^s reported to 
■ fiave died of tbfc etteeasetL SI. :a/.* 
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ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Business agreements signed? 
week arc unlikely to amount to much. You may have to do ^ 
lhan your share of domestic chores. A minor confrontation couldi 1 
inevitable. Appeal to your mate. Treat an authority figure ai 
friend, not a foe, amt your earnings will increase. The mill W 
welcome nows. A member of the opposite sex deserves a prompie 
swer, givo it now. v 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 Mny): Volunteer work will help rccentn 
tirees make a happy transition. You arc in a position to do wh»m 
want and go almost anywhere. A talkative youngster could brigha 
your afternoon. Concentrate on settling your financial affaire aj 
in the day so they arc not on your mind during later business negoj 
ations. A sizzling new romance could be part of the picture. 

GEMINI (21 May ■ 20 June): Your understanding of youiwlfa 
otlters increases tenfold, Reading the newspaper provides inform 
[ion that can help you in business. A lasL-mmute invitation putt is 
in touch with old iriends. Idealism is at the heart of a career d« 
sion. Those who work behind tho scenes may hold the trump mi 
Proceed at your own risk. A member of the opposite sex's moth 
deserve close scrutiny. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Taking tho initiative could leadtti 
misunderstanding at work. Progress is more important thanpopnk 
ity now. A partnership assumes greater significance. Don't ruli 
promises you can't keep. Conserving your resources is the keqr to ad¬ 
vancement now. Direct your energies toward projects dial will few 
fit you and your loved ones. You moko headway in solving a foe 
cial problem. 

LEO (23 July - 22 Aug.): A social event gives you a chmret 
make promising career and business contacts. Sclf-lmprovemenlic 
livitics will help enhance your image. Push a relationship in a w 
direction. Thrift may not bo the whole answor to a financial «* 
lem. Consult experts. Travel and communication are featured tiu 
week. Be open-minded about a friend's troubles. Guard loved out 
confidences. 
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Would You 
Believe..... 

Diamonds were made in 
Africa many millions of 
years ago when flaming 
volcanoes melted a miner¬ 
al called “carbon.” Gi¬ 
gantic earthquakes shook 
the rocks and pressed 
them together, squeezing 
the melted carbon at the 
same time. By the time it 
had cooled, it had 
changed into the hard 
gems we know as 

“diamonds.” 

* * * 

Few people know that 
20 percent of the original 
Western cowboys were 
black — a glaring omis¬ 
sion on the part of film¬ 
makers who gave us 
stories about the Old 
West. 

* * * 

In 1940, at age 80, 
Grandma Moses had a 
one-woman show in New 
York and became an over¬ 
night succets. Her work 
became a favorite of many 
collectors. She continued 
working up to the time of 
her death at 101 years of 
age. 

* * * 


VIRGO (23 Aug. - 22 Sept.): A friend points out your need® 
brush up on cortaln skills. Do not take offense; this person hasp* 
best interests at heart. Religion nnd philosophy become increutyl) 
important to you. Diplomacy is your strongest ally. Reduce strusij 
adopting a positive manner. Self-improvement activities vrillMf 
you create a golden imago. Romance toko on more serious o» 
tones. 

LIBRA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.); Friends look on you as a peacemito 
Do not lei them down. Refuse to get sucked into a contest of wDli • 
work. Bo sweet but firm. Financial pressures subside. By accem 
now responsibilities, you become eligible for a promotion and nl* 
Set priorities and stick to thorn. Emphasize your versatility to hip 
er-ups. Keep your promises to your loved ones, 

SCORPIO (23 Oct. • 21 Nov.): Great things start happening Injjj 
creative sphero. Try out for a school play or volunteer to run »«** 
ly event; Others are willing to Lake your suggestions. Be 8“®?® 
with praise. A sense of humor is essential now. Do not fan than® 
of discord. Although an older relative has been slowed down. » 
outlook Is bright. Encourage loved ones to develop the saving w® 

SAGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.)*. Those who are not fn*®J 
find it difficult to break existing Lies. It looks as if you will haw* 
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sense approach. To avoid Irritating influential people, ee on tin^ 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec, - 19 Jan.): No action is’recomoiended rf 
you have had lime to analyze a tricky situation. Someone 
you offert sound advice. Pay attention. Special skills arewWJ 
press those in authority. A new partnership can bring greater 
and personal satisfaction, Do not gel carried away by someone* u* 
toy. Keep your financial plaits quiet. Timing is the key to success-. 

AQUARIUS (20 Jan. -18 Feb.): The signs for the next fe« 
are exceptionally promising. If you do your part with wisdom** 
caution, all will end happily. Self-improvemenL projects are w® 
while. Romance proves cn&ncnguig.Xook forward to an Unas' * 1 2 * 1 . 
Interesting day at work. Try not to become Involved In office 
' hies. Welcome a chance to teach or loam from others. A busw® 1 


ACROSS 

37 Simple task 

DOWN 

28 Cards for 

1 Verdi opera 38 Lyric poem 

1 In addition 

lovers 

5 Large group 39 Watered 

2 Des Moines 

29 Manilow 

of fish 

silk 

is here 

30 Wingad 

10 Artie 

40 Commands 

3 Two singers 31 Flower part l 

or G.B. 

41 With love 

4 Consumed 

33 Takes to 

14 Bumpkin 

43 Ms. Carson 

5 Globular 

the post 

15 Childhood 

44 Legends 

body 

office 

disease 

45 Friar 

6 Garden 

36 Woodland 

16 Volume 

46 Flashes 

workers 

worker . 

17 Girlfriend 

48 Bath powder 7 Norwegian 

37 Ailing 

19 Slaughter 

49 Turkish hat 

king 

39 Thaw 

of baseball 

52 Protracted 

8 Ventilate 

4G Prom 

20 Cereal 

53 Term of 

9 Lover 

42 Hang 

grain 

BndearmBnt 10 - Dallas 

loosely 

21 Thrall 

56 Victim of 

11 Term of 

43 Spun 

22 Moat 

murder 

endearment 

45 Having a 

healthy 

67 Maternally 

12 Biblical 

dull finish 

24 Drinking 

related 

prophet 

46 Happy 

places 

58 Beasts of 

13 Rebecca 

47 Timber woll 

25 Virile 

burden 

or Mae 

48 Waitress' 

26 Worship 

59 Prescribed 

18 Autocrats 

need 

29 Apostle 

amount 

23 Karenina 

49 Cunning 

Paul's 

60 Having 

24 Conveyor - 

50 Always 

companion 

spokes 

25 Skin dis¬ 

51 Oldtime 

32 Exams 

61 Newcomer 

ease 

Stoic 

33 Great ex¬ 
citement 

34 Rubber tree 

35 Shut 
tightly 

36 Wells - 

c 1990. Tribune Mania Services 

26 Automaton 

27 Wear away 

54 Merkel of 
the siege 

55 Period 



Solution 


uaqa Qiuuaa unitiu 
IgfJUU UIIQIUH kifciuu 

gQHOHBQBian niataw 

HBH Wiino HOHEJUP 

ngragan nsiFiHHHHn 
2 HHB 0 B 0 D 0 EI H 00 
lHBE B m E™nn nnran 
ggra nnniHo esinara 
annnrannn Hnnaon 
L 000am naan 
IrjHRiina nnnn 000 
gwng nnnBHnnticiii 

iSKKH SHH™ oiiiMsil 
tanciB liamciH 00110 
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; laUpnshlp Is not what it scents. •• 

PISCES (19. Fob. - 20. March): Your Independence works to 
benefit. You are. able to do what you want and to go where rj 
warn. A career shift into Metaled field will offer exciting 
1 and rewards. Belter working hablti will win you a raise- Drw 
servatiyelyi Punctuality, is. ifssential. Social affaire offer you a 1 ^ 

: •> typoy proftaaiortally. SdmetKJbg you own will increase v3 ^" 

; ,tHIS SVEEK'S 'CHILDREN arciiradiflonal. conservative jj 
• hard-working. Borii leaders, they know how to get the must 
Others, Serious and sensible,;UuW rarely cut loose and chjoy,*^, 
; Jhe ful)esu;Once maturity and success build their seU-conno^ 
hpwevpr, they will lighten up and hive some fun. 'Dtese afre^ 

' ^utdJcn are among the most generou 4 p^eple &rowid and 
r; m bbst J-qyalfy'-tdtripids ttnd Iwnily teihefr hallmirtc, *.• 


Touching matter 

BRIDGE PLAYERS who play in regular part¬ 
nership should keep on improving their systems; 
by concentrating on the sequences they use in 
order to detail it more and enable It to expose 
the hands with special distribution and features. 

A good example of this type is die jump to the 
kvel after one notrump opening,* it maybe 
easily replaced by a transfer bid or by a Stay- 
nian followed by investigation. 

Now you can use them for other meanings: 
IN—-3* 5-5 atlcast in clubs and diamonds 
with four or more controls and slam 
interest. 

the same but diamonds and hearts 
jN~'3V the same but hearts and spades 
jjj 3* the same but spaded and clubs 
in —3N the same but spades and dia- 
' tk * monds or hearts and clubs 
, i n ree of 'any suit shows that suit and the suit 
touching it. upward. And three noirumps shows. 
, -EJJOh touching suits. 

i Pho P ro ^ m with this procedure-is. that it 
; oh® of the familiar sequences of ihe 

' is, IN —7 3N as a sign-off. 

|.”J c 9™ in 8ly. a better idea is to, use the three 
’ a - su ' 1 ^iihoul affecting the original 

®?J ,n 8 of ihe three notrump as a sign-off; ( , 

I ■ T" 3 * 5 6 7 * 5-5 at least in clubs and another 
*: suit, four or more controls and slam 

l • . Interest. 3 t asks about the other ; 

i ■; \< : adit, 3T and 3 show the suit bid*. 


and 3N shows the diamond suit 
IN — 34 5-5 at least In diamonds and 

hearts, four or more controls and 
slam interest, 

IN— 3V the same, but hearts and spade 
IN — 3* the same, but spades and diamonds 
IN — 3N sign-off, to play. 

Opener then can use the cheapest bid outside 
the known suits to ask about number of controls 
in both known suits (Ace^two controls and 
king = one control). 

IF opener is still interested, then he bids again 
the cheapest bid outside the unknown suits to 
ask about control in that specific suit. 

Whenever the opener is not interested, he 
signs-off in notrump or any of the known suits. 


Hooting excitedly, primitive scientists Thak and Cork 
try out their new “Time Log." 


Example sequence: 


;3* ( 1 ) 
4* (3) 
5* (5) 
6 * (7) 


(EAST) 

*4 

f AK9843 

♦ AJ 9852 

* — 


IN ;3* (1) (WEST) (EAST) 

3* (2) 4* (3) 4sAQ3 ±4 

4 * ( 4 ) 5 * (5) VQJ52 TAK9843 

6 *( 6 ) 64(7) ♦KCP ♦ AJ 9852 

7V — *Q93 * — 

(1) Diamonds and hearts, slam interest 

(2) How many controls in both suits? 

<3) Five controls (step responses starting four) 

(4; How are your controlling spades? j 

(5) Second round control (step responses 
starting: None-—Second —First). 

( 6 ) How arti you controlling clubs? 

(7) First round control 

; If you are still with me; I am sure you are 
. . glad because il is oyer. 




















































